A ALl dd — Is There a Jameson's Lenin or a Jamesonian Lenin?
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—. One old book, Hilferding's Finance Capital of 1910, seemed to give a historical
answer to an economic and structural question: the techniques of the great German trusts
of the pre—World War One period, their relations with the banks and eventually the
Flottenbau, and so forth —— the answer seemed to lie in the concept of monopoly, and
Lenin appropriated it in this sense for his 1916 pamphlet on Imperialism: The Highest
Stage of Capitalism, which also seemed to do away with finance capital by changing its
name and displacing it on to the power relations and competition between the great

capitalist states. But these 'highest states' now lie well in our own past; imperialism is



gone, replaced by neocolonialism and globalization; the great international financial centres
do not (yet) seem the locus of ferocious competition between the nations and the capitalist
First World... ("Culture and Finance Capital")

—. Lenin still means something: but that something, I want to argue, is not precisely
socialism or communism. Lenin's relationship to latter is on the order of the absolute
belief, and since it never gets questioned, we will also find no new thinking about it in his
work: Marx 1s a big Other, the big Other. Then what about something that everyone
agrees to have been his most original idea: what about the party and the party structure?
Is this still what Lenin means to us? It is, to be sure, except for the fact that no one
nowadays wishes to raise the question or to mention the unmentionable term "party" ... »
Ade] B3 W AFoet FuFo, 1ol oo 28] FEAA], 1l HHA
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... There is a more naive and impressionistic way of talking about all of this, which
does, I think, have its value and remain suggestive. This is feeling we all have, and which
we sometimes express like this, in the form of amazement and admiration, namely that

Lenin is always thinking politically. ("Lenin and Revisionism")

—. The rhetoric of power ... in whatever form, is always to be considered a fundamental

form of revisionism.

—. We must insist that revolution has another face or dimension, equally essential, which

is that of process itself (as opposed to Event). » Sartre

—. The true meaning of Lenin is neither political nor economic, but rather both fused
together in that Event—as—process and process—as—Event we call revolution. The true
meaning of Lenin is the perpetual injunction to keep the revolution alive, to keep it alive
as a possibility even before it has happened, to keep it alive as process at all those
moments when it is threatened by defeat or worse yet, by routinization, compromise, or

forgetfulness ... He didn't know he was dead.

—. One cannot change anything without changing everything.



