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"The Lettish Social-Democratic Labour Party (a section of the Russian Social-Democratic
Labour Party) regularly issues its paper in 30,000 copies. The announcement columns publish
lists of spies whom it is the duty of every decent person to exterminate. People who assist the
police are proclaimed "enemies of the revolution", liable to execution and, moreover, to
confiscation of property. The public is instructed to give money to the Social-Democratic Party
only against signed and stamped receipt. In the Party's latest report, showing a total income of
48,000 rubles for the year, there figures a sum of 5,600 rubles contributed by the Libau branch
for arms which was obtained by expropriation"
(http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1906/gw/index.htm)
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‘In China, too, the revolutionary movement against the medieval order has made itself felt with
particular force in recent months. True, nothing definite can yet be said about the present
movement'—there is such scanty information about it and such a spate of reports about revolts
in various parts of the country. But there can be no doubt about the vigorous growth of the
"new spirit" and the "European currents" that are stirring in China, especially since the
Russo—Japanese war; and consequently, the old-style Chinese revolts will inevitably develop
into a conscious democratic movement."
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"The Russian revolution has a great international ally both in Europe and in Asia, but, at the
same time, and for that very reason, it has not only a national, not only a Russian, but also
an international enemy"
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"If it were necessary to give the briefest possible definition of imperialism we should have to
say that imperialism is the monopoly stage of capitalism. Such a definition would include what
is most important, for, on the one hand, finance capital is the bank capital of a few very big
monopolist banks, merged with the capital of the monopolist associations of industrialists; and,
on the other hand, the division of the world is the transition from a colonial policy which has
extended without hindrance to territories unseized by any capitalist power, to a colonial policy
of monopolist possession of the territory of the world, which has been completely divided up.




(---) We must give a definition of imperialism that will include the following five of its basic
features:

(1) the concentration of production and capital has developed to such a high stage that it has
created monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life; (2) the merging of bank capital
with industrial capital, and the creation, on the basis of this "finance capital", of a financial
oligarchy; (3) the export of capital as distinguished from the export of commodities acquires
exceptional importance; (4) the formation of international monopolist capitalist associations
which share the world among themselves, and (5) the territorial division of the whole world
among the biggest capitalist powers is completed. Imperialism is capitalism at that stage of
development at which the dominance of monopolies and finance capital is established; in
which the export of capital has acquired pronounced importance; in which the division of the
world among the international trusts has begun, in which the division of all territories of the
globe among the biggest capitalist powers has been completed"
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"Armaments are considered a national matter, a matter of patriotism; it is presumed that



everyone maintains strict secrecy. But the shipyards, the ordnance, dynamite and small-arms
factories are international enterprises, in which the capitalists of the various countries work
together in duping and fleecing the public of the various countries, and making ships and
guns alike for Britain against Italy, and for Italy against Britain.

An ingenious capitalist set—up! Civilisation, law and order, culture, peace—and hundreds of
millions of rubles being plundered by capitalist businessmen and swindlers in ship building,
dynamite manufacture, etc.!

Britain is a member of the Triple Entente, which is hostile to the Triple Alliance. lItaly is a
member of the Triple Alliance. The well-known firm of Vickers (Britain) has branches in lItaly.
The shareholders and directors of this firm (through the venal press and through venal
parliamentary 'figures", Conservative and Liberal alike) incite Britain against ltaly, and vice
versa. And profit is taken both from the workers of Britain and those of lItaly; the people are
fleeced in both countries.

Conservative and Liberal Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament are almost all
shareholders in these firms. They work hand in glove. The son of the "great" Liberal Minister,
Gladstone, is a director of the Armstrong concern. Rear—Admiral Bacon, the celebrated naval
specialist and a high official at the Admiralty, has been appointed to a post at an ordnance
works in Coventry at a salary of ?7,000 (over 60,000 rubles). The salary of the British Prime
Minister is ?5,000 (about 45,000 rubles)" ("Armaments and Capitalism", 1913).
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"On the question of America entering the war | shall say this. People argue that
America is a democracy, America has the White House. I say: slavery was
abolished there half a century ago. The anti-slave war ended in 1865. Since then
multimillionaires have mushroomed. They have the whole of America in their
financial grip. They are making ready to subdue Mexico and will inevitably come to
war with Japan over a carve-up of the Pacific. This war has been brewing for

several decades. All literature speaks about it. America's real aim in entering the

war is to prepare for this future war with Japan. The American people do enjoy

considerable freedom and it is difficult to conceive them standing for compulsory
military service, for the setting up of an army pursuing any aims of conquest a
struggle with Japan, for instance. The Americans have the example of Europe to
show them what this leads to. The American capitalists have stepped into this war
in order to have an excuse, behind a smoke-screen of lofty ideals championing the
rights of small nations, for building up a strong standing army" ("War and
Revolution", May 1917)
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‘In the realistic politics of the capitalist countries, three kinds of peace sympathies can be
seen:

(1) The more enlightened millionaires wish an early peace because they are afraid of
revolutions. They have soberly and correctly describped any "democratic" peace (without
annexations, but with limited armaments, etc.) as Utopian under capitalism.

This philistine Utopia is being advocated by the opportunists, the adherents of Kautsky, and the
like.

(2) The unenlightened masses of the people (the petty bourgeois, semi—proletarians, part of the
workers, etc.) whose desire for peace is very vague, are thereby expressing a growing protest
against the war and a growing but as yet vague revolutionary sentiment.

(38) The revolutionary Social-Democrats, the enlightened advance guard of the proletariat, are
attentively studying the sentiments of the masses, utilising the latter's growing striving for
peace, not in order to bolster the vulgar utopias of a "democratic" peace under capitalism, not
in order to encourage hopes being placed in the philanthropists, he authorities, and the
bourgeoisie., but to bring clarity into vague revolutionary sentiments, to enlighten the masses
with a thousand facts of pre-war politics; basing that work on the experience of the masses
and on their sentiments, they are out to prove systematically, steadfastly and unswervingly the
need for mass revolutionary action against the bourgeoisie and the governments of their
respective countries as the only road towards democracy and socialism" (1915, "Bourgeois
Philanthropists and Revolutionary Social-Democracy")
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"Civil war is just as much a war as any other. He who accepts the class struggle cannot fail
to accept civil wars, which in every class society are the natural, and under certain conditions
inevitable, continuation, development and intensification of the class struggle. That has been
confirmed by every great revolution. To repudiate civil war, or to forget about it, is to fall into
extreme opportunism and renounce the socialist revolution.

(---) The victory of socialism in one country does not at one stroke eliminate all wars in
general. On the contrary, it presupposes wars. The development of capitalism proceeds
extremely unevenly in different countries. It cannot be otherwise under commodity production.
From this it follows irrefutably that socialism cannot achieve victory simultaneously in all
countries. It will achieve victory first in one or several countries, while the others will for some
time remain bourgeois or pre—bourgeois. This is bound to create not only friction, but a direct
attempt on the part of the bourgeoisie of other countries to crush the socialist state's
victorious proletariat. In such cases, a war on our part would be a legitimate and just war. It




would be a war for socialism, for the liberation of other nations from the bourgeoisie. Engels
was perfectly right when, in his letter to Kautsky of September 12, 1882, he clearly stated that
it was possible for already victorious socialism to wage "defensive wars". What he had in mind
was defense of the victorious proletariat against the bourgeoisie of other countries.

Only after we have overthrown, finally vanquished and expropriated the bourgeoisie of the
whole world, and not merely in one country, will wars become impossible. And from a
scientific point of view it would be utterly wrong—and utterly unrevolutionary—for us to evade or
gloss over the most important things: crushing the resistance of the bourgeoisie—-the most
difficult task, and one demanding the greatest amount of fighting, in the transition to socialism.
The "social" parsons and opportunists are always ready to build dreams of future peaceful
socialism. But the very thing that distinguishes them from revolutionary Social-Democrats is
that they refuse to think about and reflect on the fierce class struggle and class wars needed
to achieve that beautiful future". (1916, "The Military Programme of the Proletarian Revolution").
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