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Here Malice, Rapine, Accident, conspire,
And now a Rabble rages, now a Fire:
Their Ambush here relentless Ruffians lay,
And here the fell Attorney prowls for Prey:
Here falling Houses thunder on your Head,
And here a female Atheist talks you dead.
(2nd stanza from 27 stanzas of 263 lines)
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[ wander thro' each charter'd street,
Near where the charter'd Thames does flow.
And mark in every face I meet

Marks of weakness, marks of woe.

In every cry of every Man,

In every Infants cry of fear,

In every voice: in every ban,
The mind-forg'd manacles I hear

How the Chimney-sweepers cry
Every black’'ning Church appalls,
And the hapless Soldiers sigh
Runs in blood down Palace walls

But most thro' midnight streets I hear

How the youthful Harlots curse

Blasts the new-born Infants tear

And blights with plagues the Marriage hearse
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Men of England, wherefore plough
For the lords who lay ye low?
Wherefore weave with toil and care

The rich robes your tyrants wear?
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Wherefore feed and clothe and save,
From the cradle to the grave,
Those ungrateful drones who would

Drain your sweat -- nay, drink your blood?

The seed ye sow another reaps;
The wealth ye find another keeps;
The robes ye weave another wears;
The arms ye forge another bears.

Sow seed, -- but let no tyrant reap:
Find wealth, -- let no imposter heap;
Weave robes, -- let not the idle wear;

Forge arms, in your defence to bear.

With plough and spade and hoe and loom,
Trace your grave, and build your tomb,
And weave your winding-sheet, till fair

England be your sepulchre!
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Hail to thee, blithe Spirit!
Bird thou never wert,

That from Heaven, or near it,
Pourest thy full heart

In profuse strains of unpremeditated art.

Higher still and higher

From the earth thou springest
Like a cloud of fire;

The blue deep thou wingest,

And singing still dost soar, and soaring ever singest.

In the golden lightning

Of the sunken sun,

O'er which clouds are bright'ning,
Thou dost float and run;

Like an unbodied joy whose race is just begun.

The pale purple even

Melts around thy flight;

Like a star of Heaven,

In the broad day-light

Thou art unseen, but yet I hear thy shrill delight,
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